Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
Plast Office Box 1255 
Suffolk, Bieginia 23434 
August 15, 1984 


Dear Member: 


The annual meeting of the Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society 
was held 8 PM, May 22 at Riddick's Folly. John Sands, President of 
the Isle of Wight Historical Society, formally presented the Smith 
pastel portraits and gave us a very interesting program on the many 
successes and occasional failures in their activities. 


Karen Holliday gave our Treasurer's Report - highlights of which 
were an increase in the general fund from $4723.00 to $5315.00 and an 
increase in the publications account from $2386.00 to $2716.00. The 
profit from the Candlelight Tour of $1455.60 was given to Riddick's 
Folly. Four thousand dollars of the general fund has been placed on 
interest. Any member wishing a detailed financial report may contact 
Karen. 


The Executive Committee met in mid June to complete some unfinished 
business and discuss plans for the coming season. 


Our membership drive produced approximately 150 new members, 
giving us a membership of 270. Incidentally, if you have overlooked 
paying your current dues, please mail your remittance immediately to 
the Society at P. 0. Box 1255, Suffolk, Virginia 23434. We want to 
make sure we keep you on an active status. Jim Panton will serve as 
Membership Chairman for the coming year. A copy of the membership 
Yoster 1s attached and you might add the names of Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
W. Nurney, Jr. and Mr. and Mrs. Robert P. Gardner to your list. 


We can thank the determination of Ann Burton and the understand- 
ing of Mayor Damiani and City Manager Rowe for the correct name of 
Suffolk's water front development. You will recall that you unanimously 
passed a resolution prepared by Ann calling the City Administration's 
attention to the fact that it should be Constant's Wharf instead of 
Constance. The change was made and we are very pleased. 


Forrest Womack has been appointed First Vice-President, replac- 
ing Ted Friend who is moving to Virginia Beach. Forrest brings an 
excellent organizational ability to us. 


Lynn Rose is Chairman of our fledgling Genealogy Committee. We 
anticipate a lot of interest in this fie an he work of this group 
will be a real asset to the Society. We have been given several books 
pased on various prominent local families to start our library. 


Judy Everett will once again chair the Publications Committee. 
Sales have been good and after an inventory, we Will probably go into 


some reprinting and perhaps may be able to add additional publications. 





James Caton will chair the newly formed Historical Collections Com- 
mittee. Their initial goal will be to sort, separate and classify the 
Society's room full of items and artifacts. This will be a giant step 
towards getting our house in order for the acceptance of future gifts. 


Alice O'Connor is Candlelight Tour Chairman and has advised that 
several fine homes will be opened for our regular first Sunday of De- 


cember date. 


Barbara Ryder will serve as Education Chairman. This important 
committee is our best liaison with the community in our efforts to make 


them more aware of our Society. 


Betty Pretlow will serve again as Hospitality Chairman - this year 
with a committee’ Betty did an outstanding job last year by organizing 
her friends on short notice. We are tentatively planning a membership 
dinner meeting for late October to kick off our new season. 


At the request of the Merger Anniversary Task Force, we are pre- 
paring an exhibit of photographs, postcards, etc., for this year's 
Harvest Festival. John Taylor will chair the committee for this event 
and we are pleased that we wi have the assistance of Mr. Joe Wiseman 
of Hamblin's Studio along with many of our members. Please let us bor- 
row_your old photos. There will be twenty-four hour security and they 
will be well protected. This is an opportunity to create interest in 
our Society and make citizens more aware of our growing presence. It 
will also give us material for our proposed pictorial history book. 


Our thanks to Dick Joyner for donating a four drawer file cabinet 
and to Anna Goode Turner for a locking metal cabinet. 


Your attention is called to the fact that Riddick's Folly needs 
funds badly for the next phase in their renovation. They are not con- 
ducting a specific fund drive at present but donations would be grate- 
fully accepted. 


We are attaching a questionnaire that should be helpfud to us. 
Would you kindly execute same and return to the Society at P.O. 
Box 1255. 


We will have a meeting of the Executive Committee in the near 
future and shortly thereafter will issue another newsletter advising 
our meeting dates, times, and some schedules of planned activities. 


You will notice I often use the work "aware". Public awareness 
of our vigorous, growing Society is essential to accomplish our goal of 
becoming custodian of as much as possible of Suffolk and Nansemond's 


past. 
Yours tr Z. 
oe Cae 


TJO'Cs:gh Thomas J. O'@gnnor 
Enclosures President 





Questionnaire 


In an effort to make the Society more interesting for you and to guide 
us in our activities - would appreciate your responding to a few 
questions. 


Meetings = Prefer 


Sunday Afternoons 

Sunday Evenings 

Wednesday Evenings 
Occasional dinner meeting 


A Program you would like 


Do you need a ride to meetings 


On which Committee would you prefer to serve: 


Education 

Historical Collections 

Hospitality 

Genealogy 

Publications 

Membership ; 

Ways and Means (includes Special Projects) 


